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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 1 1 1625 

SY CHANNEL 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: RSS CAIRO VISIT 

EOR RSO, REQUEST PASS TO RSS GARRETT EROM ST. MARS 

1 . AS YOU ARE AWARE, A NUMBER OE CAIRO MSG PROBLEMS HAVE 
SUREACED IN RECENT MONTHS; ONE LED TO THE RELIEF OF SEVEN 
WATCHSTANDERS. EOLLOWING THIS EPISODE, THERE HAVE BEEN CON- 
ELICTING REPORTS CONCERNING TWO SUBSEQUENT MSG INCIDENTS. 

ONE OCCURRED ON APRIL 8-9, WHEN LIVE INTOXICATED MSGS 
BECAME INVOLVED IN A BARROOM BRAWL WITH SOME 10-30 EGYPTIANS. 

THE INTERIM NCOIC (HOLLOWAY) SUEFERED THE LOSS OF A FEW 
TEETH DURING THE ERACAS AND HIS COLLEAGUES WERE RECIPIENTS 
OE BRUISES AND TORN CLOTHING. THIS FIASCO WAS REPORTED IN 
GENERAL TERMS BY THE RSO APRIL 19. A REQUEST HAS BEEN 
INITIATED BY MSG BATTALION HEADQUARTERS EOR ADDITIONAL DE- 
TAILS. (HOLLOWAY'S ORDERS TO ASSUME BEIRUT NCOIC ROLE WILL 

BE RESCINDED.) ANOTHER POSSIBLE INCIDENT REPORTED BY A 
MEMBER OE THE CAIRO-BASED SY PROTECTIVE SECURITY TEAM 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 1 1 1625 

CLAIMED THAT AN MSG WAS INVOLVED IN EISTICUFES WITH AN 
EGYPTIAN POLICEMAN. SOURCE DID NOT RECALL NAME OE MARINE, 

BUT RELATED THAT THIS RUMOR HAD BEEN CIRCULATED WITHIN SY 
RANKS. 

2. IN A SECURE-VOICE DISCUSSION WITH RSO ELANAGAN, K.M. 

GWYN WAS ADVISED THAT THE MSG SITUATION HAS IMPROVED DRAMAT- 
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ICALLY WITH ARRIVAL OF NCOIC QUINTANA (APPROX. APRIL 26). 

FLANAGAN WAS UNAWARE OF ANY OCCURRENCE INVOLVING AN MSG 
AND POLICEMAN BUT POSTULATED THAT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN PART 
OP THE APRIL 8-9 PRAY. PLANAGAN IS CONPIDENT THAT IN 
SPITE OP THESE RECENT SETBACKS, THE MSG PROBLEMS ARE NOT 
INSURMOUNTABLE. HE CITED A RECENT MEETING INVOLVING 
THE AMBASSADOR, DCM, ADMIN. COUNSELOR AND HIMSELP IN WHICH 
THERE WAS AGREEMENT ON POSITIVE COURSES OP ACTION TO CON- 
TEND WITH PERTINENT MSG ISSUES. 

3. BECAUSE OP PREVALENT RESERVATIONS REGARDING THE VALID- 
ITY OP CAIRO REPORTING, SPECIPICALLY INCONSISTENCIES IN 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE PART OP SY PROTECTIVE PERSONNEL, MSGS 
AND OTHERS CONCERNING THE RSO'S OPERATION, REQUEST YOU 
VISIT CAIRO FOLLOWING TUNIS WITH THE INTENDED PURPOSE OP 
RESOLVING/CLARIPYING PRESENT SITUATION. CONSIDERING 
PRESSURES WHICH HAVE BEFALLEN THE AMBASSADOR IN RECENT 
MONTHS, WE HAVE A PARTICULAR CONCERN THAT HE NOT BECOME 
UNNECESSARILY BURDENED WITH MSG PROBLEMS OR QUESTIONABLE 
RSO-MSG RELATIONS. 

4. RECOMMEND CAIRO BE ADVISED THAT SINCE YOU ARE TRAVELING 
IN THE GENERAL AREA LATE MAY, 1-2 DAY CAIRO VISIT APPRO- 
PRIATE TO REVIEW COM PROTECTION, MSG PROGRAM AND RSO YEAR- 
END EVALUATION. CHRISTOPHER 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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